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GTA needs ‘war cabinet’

Final report from economic summit in May makes
12 key recommendations to revitalize the region

VANESSA LU

CITY HALL BUREAU CHIEF

The Greater Toronto region needs
“a war cabinet” made up of poli-
ticians and economic development
officers to promote the area as well

as a financial services task force to
come up with new strategies to fo-
cus on Canada’s banking strength.
Those are two key recommenda-
tions in the final report of the
Greater Toronto Region Economic

Summit, to be released today, on
how to ensure a swift economic re-
covery for the region that stretches
beyond Toronto and the 905 mu-
nicipalities to Waterloo, Niagara,
Barrie and Peterborough.

The report, Choosing Our Future:
An Action Plan for Economic Recov-
ery, emphasizes the need to think
regionally. The ideas emerged from

asummit held in May in Markham,
co-chaired by Mississauga Mayor
Hazel McCallion and Torstar Corp.
board chair John Honderich, which
brought together 250 of the re-
gion’s leaders.

Participants from business, aca-
demia, labour and politics — as well
as Premier Dalton McGuinty, fed-
eral Finance Minister Jim Flaherty

and Toronto Mayor David Miller —
discussed challenges, from raising
venture capital to rebooting the
manufacturing sector.

McCallion is planning on conven-
ing a meeting of the “war cabinet”
this fall to focus on the economic
health of the whole region.
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My name is Tamie. I’m 16. And I’'m on strike
Teen gets tossed among big, smelly men and asks you to show them some respect
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Tamie Dolny, outside her Old Mill home, is on strike with CUPE instead of working as a lifeguard. Her father works as a manager for the City of Toronto.

A day on the
picket line after
summer job idled

CITY STRIKE DAY 24. MORE ON GT1

TAMIE DOLNY
SPECIALTO THESTAR
T'm supposed to be working as a
lifeguard and swimming instructor
this summer at Etobicoke’s Me-
morial Pool. Instead, as a member
of CUPE Local 79, I'm on strike.
And on Canada Day, I picketed at
the Ingram Transfer Station.
T've never really spent time with a

group of men. Boys, certainly, but
not honest-to-God men. And to tell
you the truth, they’re not that dif-
ferent — just bigger, fatter, smelli-
er, hairier, taller and wider.

During a strike, they’re also in-
credibly interesting.

How could Canada Day be boring
when your mother drives you to a
dump site in the middle of no-

where, smiles and waves at you,
and then drives away, screeching
her tires? Just 16, I was left to fend
for myself in the testosterone jun-
gle of picketing members of CUPE
Locals 79 and 416.

Ingram Transfer Station, I
learned, is code for adump-and-

ON STRIKE continued on A14
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Al Hussain Foundation Centre in
Markham has a Muslim cemetery.

Muslims fight for the right burial rites

NOOR JAVED
STAFF REPORTER
When Ashfaq Abdul Razzak’s fa-
ther became deathly ill before a
long weekend, he prayed his father
would hold out another few days.
As a Muslim, he had to be buried
within 24 hours. But the cemetery
in Pickering where his family had
purchased a plot was unable to do
the burial on Good Friday. Razzak’s

father died at dawn on Friday, but it
wasn’t until Saturday — more than
30 hours later — that he was buried.
“I tried my best to have the burial
on Friday, but they said there was
nothing they could do, because that
day they had no staff,” Razzak said.
“I understand they have their own
rules. But if we have our own ceme-
tery, we can do what we have to.”
For years, Muslims have buried

their dead in non-denominational
cemeteries across the city, often at
the cost of compromising on Islam-
ic funeral rites and rituals.

But as the population ages and
grows — nearly 300,000 in the GTA
— there is an increasing need for a
separate cemetery where the city’s
Muslims can lay their dead to rest

CEMETERY continued on A13

GAZA INVASION
DEADLY TACTICS

‘If you're
not sure
— kill’
[sraeli soldiers’ accounts

of January siege betray
little regard for civilians

OAKLAND ROSS

MIDDLE EAST BUREAU

JERUSALEM—Israeli soldiers who in-
vaded the Gaza Strip in January re-
ceived no clear rules of engagement
and operated with a shoot-first-
ask-questions-later mentality that
significantly increased the danger
to civilians.

“If you’re not sure — kill,” con-
fessed one of the soldiers who gave
his testimony anonymously to an
Israeli organization that gathers
front-line reports from Israeli sol-
diers. “The firepower was insane.
We went in, and the booms were
just mad. The minute we got to our
startingline, we simply began firing
at suspect places. In urban warfare,
everyone is your enemy. No inno-
cents. It was simply urban warfare
in every way.”

His remarks underline the central
theme of the accounts from Israeli
soldiers who participated in the
three-week operation, code-named
Cast Lead, which left more than
1,300 Palestinians dead, according
to a Palestinian count, and inflicted
extensive physical destruction.
Thirteen Israelis were killed.

GAZA continued on A14
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is it worth the wrath of the EU? A8
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Store and box price Monday to Friday $1.00
including GST (prices higher outside the GTA)
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Hot vacations at even hotter prices.

Las Vegas
Flamingo

¢ Round trip + 3 nights
e August 24 & 25, 2009
e One-way air only from $179%

wia16

+$131 taxes
Yok ok +

Nassau, Bahamas
British Colonial Hilton#

¢ Round trip + 5 nights
e August 4 & 6, 2009

e One-way air only from $1897

+$111 taxes

Fok K+

Montego Bay, Jamaica
Starfish Trelawny Resort & Spa

e Round trip + 7 nights
¢ Allinclusive
o One-way air only from $1997

w830

+$113 taxes

ok k
* September 2 & 9, 2009

Book your vacation at westjetvacations.com or 1 877 737 7001. Or call your travel agent. For air only bookings visit westjet.com.

VWWVIESTJET i

vacafions

For WestJet Vacations packages: *Book by July 15, 2009 (11:59 p.m. MT). Round trip from Toronto. Other departure cities and dates available, and prices may be slightly higher. Price is per guest, based on double occupancy unless otherwise specified. Taxes, fees and transfers not included. Advance booking required. Non-refundable. Offer
limited and subject to availability. Price is accurate at time of printing deadline. New bookings only. Fuel surcharge still applies to Air Miles™ redemption bookings. #European plan — Meals not included.
For WestJet flights: tBook by July 15, 2009 (11:59 p.m. MT) for travel until October 31, 2009. For Las Vegas travel on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Saturdays. Taxes, fees and surcharges are extra where applicable. Seats at these fares are limited and may not be available on all flights. New bookings only. 100% non-refundable. Offer combinable
with other fares. Flights may not operate on certain days. All fares shown are one way. See westjet.com for details.
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Two groups
seek land
for new
cemetery

CEMETERY from A1

quickly, correctly and in peace.

“Why do Muslims have to go
through such challenges and com-
promises, especially at the time of a
loved one’s death?” said Abul Haq
Ingar, with the Islamic Society of
Toronto.

Two groups are now searching for
land to build the city’s first large
Muslim cemetery.

The Toronto Muslim Cemeteries
Corporation, of which Ingar is a
part, has been scouring the GTA for
an 8- to 20-hectare parcel of land
for the past year. The Islamic Soci-
ety of North America is also work-
ing on a cemetery project, targeting
land in the west end of the city.

Their searches repeatedly have hit
dead ends.

“There are not many properties
available (in the GTA) to be zoned
(for use as a cemetery),” Ingar said.
“Those that can be zoned are very
far or very expensive.”

One potential site, in Barrie, was
quickly dismissed as too far away.
Ingar’s group is looking in Rich-
mond Hill, Ajax, Whitby and
Brampton.

The growing urgency behind the
initiative is twofold: Cremation is
forbidden in Islam and community
members, many of whom settled in
Toronto in the 1960s, are aging. In-
gar says 3,000 to 4,000 gravesites
are needed every year.

An Islamic burial has a few key re-
quirements, including;

e The body must be buried within
24 hours.

o The deceased should be carefully
washed and shrouded.

e The face must be turned toward
Mecca.

However, in most mainstream
cemeteries, hours of operation are
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The Al Hussain Foundation Centre in Markham is the site of a small
dedicated Muslim cemetery, one of the few such cemeteries in Canada.

limited, burials can’t happen at
night or during holidays and often
cost extra on weekends. “We could
bury 24 hours a day if we have (a
cemetery),” Ingar said.

At present, most Muslims have lit-
tle choice about the direction of

E Onedaylhada
thought that if |
die, where will | be
buried?

ATTA HUSSAIN,
BUSINESSMAN

their plot and the way the body is
placed.

There is one small, dedicated
Muslim cemetery in the GTA. It
was created for the city’s minority
Shiite community by businessman
Atta Hussain in Markham in 2002.

“I came here in1980, and one day I
had a thought that if I die, where

will I be buried?”

After years of wrangling with the
town, Hussain was able to convert
one acre of his Al Hussain Founda-
tion Centre, a mostly empty 14-
hectare property, to a small ceme-
tery. Over the past seven years, it
has held 100 burials.

But the road to a larger dedicated
Muslim cemetery could be a long
one. It took Ottawa’s Muslim com-
munity 15 years to secure 12 hect-
ares of land and obtain a provincial
licence to operate a cemetery.

Kemal Ally, the treasurer of Otta-
wa Muslim Cemetery, said the
group looked at more than 160
sites, but most were unusable be-
cause of soil conditions, environ-
mental tests and zoning require-
ments. Ingar says Toronto’s grow-
ing Muslim community can’t en-
dure such along process.

“The longer we wait, the more
challenging the process of getting a
cemetery will be. The sooner we get
a cemetery, the more at peace the
community will be.”

Summit an ‘impetus’
to think regionally

SUMMIT from A1

“I don’t think we can be parochi-
al,” McCallion said in an interview
yesterday. “If Toronto wins a com-
pany, that’s great. If Markham wins
a company, that’s great because
people from Mississauga will be
working there.”

The ‘war cabinet’ would include
regional chairs, mayors, economic
development officers and the pro-
vincial government.

Other proposals include having
the provincial government, with
the private sector, create a single
economic marketing agency for the
region. The first goal should be
launching a global “Think Toronto”
campaign to attract jobs, talent and
investment here, the report says.

The region should also focus on
the strength of the financial sector,
noting how Canadian banks have
been praised for sound manage-
ment through the economic crisis.

The report calls for the creation of
a task force to report by Oct. 1 on
strategies to attract new interna-
tional financial regulatory institu-
tions, create or expand degree and
diploma programs in finance ser-
vices, and showcase the financial

services industry when Canada
hosts the G8 summit next year.

While there have always been
challenges to get the region to work
together, including the now de-
funct Greater Toronto Services
Board, Honderich called the sum-
mit a good first step, conceding a
mindset is hard to change.

“This was the impetus to push the
barriers and to start thinking re-
gionally,” he said. “We are one eco-
nomic region. We have to start
thinking and acting like it.”

Other recommendations include
efforts to better coordinate help for
the unemployed. That includes ex-
panding employment and appren-
ticeship fairs, promoting the exist-
ing “211” phone help line for social
services and a renewed call for
changes to eligibility rules for Em-
ployment Insurance. Workers in
Ontario must work more hours to
qualify for EI than workers in other
parts of the country.

While governments have focused
on stimulating the economy
through public funds for infra-
structure projects, the report calls
again for money to be distributed to
cities on a formula basis instead of
on a project basis.

LUCAS OLENIUK/TORONTO STAR FILE PHOTO
Torstar Corp. board chair John Honderich, centre, chats with Finance
Minister Jim Flaherty at May summit. Honderich and Mississauga
Mayor Hazel McCallion, left, chaired the event.



